YMUNT X - Sample Position Paper (bad)

Committee: Security Council
Topic: The Somaliland-Puntland Dispute
Country: South Africa

Honorable Chair and Fellow Delegates, as evidenced by a State of Emergency being
declared in Somalia, the ongoing dispute between Puntland and Somaliland over the territories of
Ayn, Sanaag and Sool has no chance of not becoming a very bad situation. This dispute has
escalated to a degree at which third parties such as the Dhulbahante or Al-Shabaab are exploiting
this situation for their own gain. The conflict is because of Somalia’s history and has been
building up for decades, since the very creation of Somaliland in 1960. The Somalian
government has been severely weakened by these confrontations and thus fails to pressure any of
the involved parties into decisive resolutions. South Africa has provided refuge to over 32,000
Somalian refugees and thus is highly affected by the conflict and prioritizes participating in the
resolution of this dispute. While South Africa has generously offered these refugees free
movement, jobs and other services, it also recognizes that it is not a long-lasting solution and
wishes to assist fulfilling the desire of many Somalis to return to their soil once stability has been
returned to Somalia. South Africans are usually unemployed and poor and unfortunately, Somali
refugees have faced the brunt of these conditions both economically and socially. South Africa
fears not only for the Somalians hiding from the war at their doorstep but the dangers and
complications they will find elsewhere. Since 2012, South Africa has sought to help Somalia’s
peace process by establishing formal relations with Somalia and providing 1000 billion Rand in
aid with the hopes of helping strengthen the new government. The South African delegation
affirms that external monitoring and help is essential to creating the bases of a possible long-
lasting peace in Somalia. In light of the growing severity of the situation, South Africa strongly
urges for a humanitarian truce to be declared. Furthermore, South Africa suggests that the
nations of Puntland and Somaliland each form their own independent states. Diplomatic talks
with President Farmaajo of Somalia, leading members of the African Union, Ethiopia and other
neutral party members of the Security Council, as well as representatives of the UN
peacekeeping force should be arranged. In hopes of a successful discussion, South Africa would
like to stress that trade relations should be maintained or introduced, especially in relation to
Somaliland, so that the hope of a symbiotic development can still be maintained for the future.
The delegation of South Africa will also put a naval blockade around the entire coast of Somalia.


James Richardson
The Position Paper is not a speech, so you do not need to write this. Get right to the point that you are trying to make!

James Richardson
"no chance of not becoming" is a double negative - make sure that your language is clear, and write with the purpose of explaining what you mean effectively.

James Richardson
"very bad" is an opinion. In the first section of a position paper, you should be summarizing the facts of the situation, so there is no need to say that anything is "good" or "bad". Use descriptive language that shows what the situation is, rather than providing your opinion about it.

James Richardson
Be careful when using phrases such as "because of" - conflicts are often not caused by one specific thing, but rather a multitude of factors. You should especially avoid citing a country's history as the cause for any current conflicts. An alternative would be to say "The conflict is a direct result of complex ties with Somalia's history".

James Richardson
Make sure that you are making a new paragraph when starting a new section in your Position Paper! Formatting is very important in helping readers understand your writing more clearly and effectively.

James Richardson
This is not true, and is also highly offensive. You should never make generalizations about populations. If you are trying to make a point about the propensity of unemployment and poverty in South Africa, you can say "Unemployment and poverty are not uncommon among South Africans"

James Richardson
Beware of typos, especially when talking about money! Make sure that you double check your writing, especially when using statistics such as currency.

James Richardson
Again, make sure to use paragraph breaks! A position paper should have three sections, and thus should have three paragraphs.

James Richardson
Be realistic in your proposals. Blockading the entire Somali coast would be logistically impossible and also counterproductive to any progress. It is a good thing to have big ideas, but make sure that your proposals are feasible. Understand what powers the UN has, and what powers your country has.


